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Greetings from the staff of
The Source !

Every Christian has a story to tell, and each story in
unique. That “story” is the account of how a Christian
came to his or her faith in Jesus Christ as personal
Lord and Savior.

Some stories are much like a mountain road: winding
sharply with steeps and extremes and filled with dy-
namic detail of how one was converted from sinner to
believer. The stories of yet others are akin to a desert
highway: straightaway, perhaps not as many sharp
curves, but with the occasional hill to climb. Yet
countless other testimonies fall somewhere between
the two.

Regardless of how a believer came to know Christ,
the important fact to remember is exactly that: a be-
liever came to know Christ!  Our paths may differ
and the journeys may contrast vastly, but for those in
Christ we share the single greatest event in human
history, that moment when we emerged from death to
life, joining the winning team for God’s Kingdom and

glory.

In this month’s edition of The Source, we are cele-
brating those stories by sharing a few of them with
you. Ladies such as Debbie Sluder, Joy Cook, and
Debbie Ellis testify to the awesome love of God and
His ability to deliver and protect. Men ranging from
David Turner and Doug Laws to Josh Bare also
share from their faith stories.

This month’s issue also highlights a number of staff
changes at Heaton, as Jason Simpkins begins his
time of service as senior minister, with Stephen and
Jenn Bunger serving at Heaton in the youth and chil-
dren’s ministries. Also included this month is a new
member profile of Gary and Debra Underwood.

If you like what you read this month and would like to
receive The Source on a regular basis, please con-
tact the church office at 828-733-9460 or send us an
email at shelldog@heatoncc.org. We will gladly in-
clude you in our regular mailings. The Source is free!

We pray that this newsletter reaches individuals as
an evangelistic tool. If there is someone you know
who might be impacted in a positive way by this pub-
lication, please email us or call the phone number on
the back, and we will be glad to assist you.
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The Church at Heaton wishes to welcome itsaeveess, Gary and Debra
Underwood.

Gary currently works in building inspectiddelriilis employed in real es-
tate. Gary was born and raised in Rhode Istenddefg to central Florida. Debra
was born and raised in New Jersey before eweakunglyer way to Florida. The Un-
derwoods have been wed for just over one yekeahdinpart-time home on Beech
Mountain.

Gary and Debra’s journey to Heaton is a coomgellihg couple were each
raised in the Catholic faith, but felt thadlicSatiwas “100 years behind”. If not for a
chance encounter with a biker/pastor, the Usdeaydoalve never found Heaton.

Gary is a motorcycle enthusiast and was ouhomgefaora ride. As he was
leaving a restaurant following breakfast, akethpedlbd in and invited him to join him
for breakfast. Although the invitation seemetbsameasual, Gary hesitated but
obliged. During this second breakfast, Gakpgwottte biker and discovered he was
a pastor named Rick at Connection Christiam@tuloud, FL. The preacher invited Ganayos8unce, to which Gary
replied “I'll be there.”

The following Sunday Gary attended churchaito@omech to the pastor’'s surprise. When &hwhgske pastor
was surprised, Rick replied “Lots of peopléh}flhehow up, but they never come.” Gack toldnhRa man of my word.”
Upon attending church at Connection, Gary wasdrgrthe pastor’'s preaching style and thleiellow

As Gary was becoming involved in St. CloudaBédikang care of her terminally ill motheuf®amiay in the city o
Naples, FL. Gary told Debra about Connectigrb@hiDedira initially was not interested ingttegrei. After her mother’s
passing, Debra agreed to visit the church $aakarghd after the visit found enjoymenillarehtuif the fellowship there.
Shortly after becoming regular attendees, thedtiddplaced their membership at Connection.

Gary and Debra found their way to North Gaveolina df Gary’s brother, who is a residesttoMBentain. The
Underwoods have visited the area many timésmdaddelith the beautiful scenery and niee. WéathGary’s mother
bought a house in the area, Gary and Debraidedhtdeas time they should purchase one cisthewluid.

After settling in on Beech, they began searehaigifch fellowship, and following a fewishsiidkbra spotted
Heaton Christian. The couple was drawn to gre@nonadional quality of the church and itadgithitedching. Heaton
shares many qualities which the UnderwoodsSeniiigun: a wonderful atmosphere of fellowstipsagood teaching an
preaching. Gary and Debra are thankful forarddaiope to become deeply involved in the church.

The Underwoods placed their membership abltesitog morning worship service on June 20th.

“The God of Comfort” - Testimony from Josh Bare

By nature | am a private person, usually keepingyself and rather quiet. This comes into effepeeglly about my
family. Last year all this changed when my mothed ko have a major surgery.

For about five years my mother kept complaininp@f legs hurting her, starting when | was in high
school. When | first got into college her legs hsatbadly that she could not drive or hardly walihen
she saw a specialist he told my mother that shealiddckage in her aorta that was cutting off tineue
lation to her legs. She either had to have a ngjoyery or have her legs amputated later on down th
road.

To be honest, that was probably the most frightdrieedve ever been in my life. Here is my mom going
through a terrible experience, and | wondered hoauld comfort her when | had no idea what she was
going through. | was confused and lost, so | kkjstall to myself, which anyone will tell you is tr@
healthy thing to do. | also found my faith beinbishook up at this time. | did not curse God, lbwas
beginning to form questions that | should neverehlageen forming.

Finally 1 opened up to my closest friends and tteaflly supported me through this time. My mothed ha
Joshis a currently a senior her surgery in September 2007 and has been dottey bean ever since. To be honest | have found tha
majoring in Literature and -y, fajth has become even stronger since this eamesi | have learned to seek help from Christian
Religious Studies at Lees- . . . .

friends when | need it, and can open up to my ésamwho will understand and help me as best they can
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: Philippians 4:4 says “Rejoice in the lord always. | will say it again: Rejoice!”
*

: This verse best describes what God has done in my life. In fact several verses in chapter 4 of

I Philippians continually remind me of God's love for me and His daily molding of my life.

% | always considered myself a "Christian”, but Ephesians 4:4 spoke to me every time | read it or
* heard it. It said to rejoice in the Lord ALWAYS. It said you can't be a part-time Christian. You

1 have to take God "out of the box."

: God surrounded me with a few godly men and women who helped me to understand that it was
* OK to be me. God just wants you to be you while you love Him and serve Him. Once | under-

* stood this | knew it was time and important to go "full-time" and to make that public proclamation
* of my desire to follow God, with a desire to serve Him to the best of my abilities while on this

i earth and to be baptized.
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* o . . David currently serves as an Eldgr
* Now God uses me and my family in ways and places that | would have NEVER imagined. at Heaton Church. He and his wife

* There have been so many changes in my life and my family’s life since that walk down the Linda reside in Elk Park, NC.
: aisle, but it is so easy to see God's love and guiding hand behind all of it.

*

* | highly recommend chapter four of Philippians to guide and encourage you in your Christian life. It speaks of "the peace
i of God". It tells of the things we should we fill our thoughts with. It addresses contentment in our lives. It tells us WE CAN
: do the things we never thought we could with His strength, and it assures us that God will meet all our needs.

: | am so very grateful that God used some of His faithful servants to help me let go of my part-time Christian life. Each of
% these people told me that when you serve God, the blessings you receive are always as good or better than any blessing
* you may be for in that person’s life. This is and has been very true. | urge everyone to serve our God in everyway HE

% can imagine for you.

*
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“The Power of Prayer: Never Give Up” sy boug Laws
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Doug serves as an Elder at Heaton #
Church and is employed the NC
Dept.. of Corrections



What do you need to know about me?

First of all, | am from North Carolina, just a few hours down the road in a place called Rural Hall. When | was growing up there it
was indeed rural, everyone | knew primed tobacco. Every year growing up | was asked if | wanted to prime tobacco, and every
year | said, “NO THANK YOU!”

My parents were originally from Pulaski County, VA and grew up in the country. My Dad has preached at the Jefferson Church of
Christ (Christian Church) in Rural Hall for 28 years, so | consider myself to be a country boy at heart.

When | was about 19 years old | decided that | needed to go to college. | didn’t go directly to college out of high school because |
didn’t like school when | was in high school, but after working for some time in landscaping and doing some commercial construc-
tion labor, | decided that school wasn'’t so bad after all.

Let me briefly explain what happened to me when | working after high school. As | laid out of school between high school and col-
lege, | began to feel like my mind and spirit were dying...and they were. | wasn’t doing anything to feed my soul, so | started go-
ing to Bible studies, Sunday School, and Wednesday night. | also picked up some books and started reading. They weren't nec-
essarily religious books, just books that were lying around the house.

| noticed that while | labored during the day | would think about what | had heard at church or had read in the books, and | would
mull over these things all day long. The more | studied, the more | began to enjoy going home at night, reading, and going to Bi-
ble study. | realized that | just loved to think, to mediate and to contemplate, which is how it all got started.

To make a long story short, | went back to school at Surry Community College. After
almost having failed out of high school, | earned my community college Associates de-
gree, graduating with honors. The Lord then led me in a true “God moment” to Atlanta
Christian College. | was headed to Appalachian State University to study political sci-
ence and God redirected my path that summer, consequently filling my heart with joy in
my decision to attend Bible College.

I loved it there, and | learned, studying both the Bible and Humanities while | was there.
| was learning not only about what God had done in history, but also about what human-
kind had done throughout history. | still love anything related to the humanities. Well,
little did | know that this would prime me for my studies at Emmanuel School of Religion.
God truly opened up the door for me to go to school there-twice!

It took me two attempts (nine years) at getting my Masters, but as you all know, | finally
did it. During those nine years, | left to go to a place called Horsepasture, Va. (definitely
in the country) to work as a youth minister. God called me back to Emmanuel, however,
to finish my degree, which is where | fell in love with preaching and teaching and doing
what | am doing now.

God has called me to preach and teach, and this brings joy to my life. | would be lying
to you if I told you that it was not something God had laid on my heart a long time ago. |
always had a sense in the back of my mind that God was calling me to preach, and ever
since | said “yes” to God, my life has been blessed with the joy of that calling.

As of now, | don’t have any doubts about what God wants me to do. Let me say to you now what a good feeling that is. | spent
many years wandering around, looking for my purpose in this life. | struggled, | prayed, | sought, | wondered, | wandered, and | felt
lost. | felt like God had a purpose for my life, but | just didn’t know what it was. But now | know, and what | know is that God has
me doing something that is me, it is what | care about and love, and it is the most authentic expression of what God has gifted me
to do. And it feels good. It's there.

God has given you a purpose, gifts, and experiences that train you for service. Don't give up. God has a purpose for your life. |
didn’t really find mine out until two years ago. And remember, no one’s experience is the same, this was just mine. Maybe you
share a similar experience. Maybe it is different. But | am witness to this fact. God delights in giving your life purpose and joy, but
you must pursue life in God because He is the Giver, Author, and Protector of life.

If there is one verse that | believe defines my life, it is what the apostle Paul so succinctly stated: “To live is Christ, to die is gain.”
And | would add, to live in Christ is to both die and to gain.

See you in Church!
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Heaton Church Welcomes Stephen and Jenn Bunger !!

Stephen and Jenn Bunger are coming to Heaton fobim- Xo finish her degree at Atlanta Christian Colledeeve she
son City, TN where the two have been since thegwer graduated in May 2007 with a Bachelor of Scienclun
married July 2007. man Relations and a minor in Biblical Studies.

Stephen grew up in Savannah, GA where he attenaled ®uring college Jenn spent time working with locahis+
vannah Christian Church. He graduated from Atlanta try that supported and ministered to college sttgleshe
Christian College in the spring of 2006 with a Baloin of spent several months helping in the children’s depent
Arts degree in Biblical Studies and Humanities. éfgys of a church plant. During her senior year at AGI: was
learning and doing ministry, and has done so inym#in  active in CCF along with Stephen and focused ondau

ferent areas throughout the past couple of years. ing a new campus ministry endeavor at ACC.

After being active in his own youth While in Johnson City, she has worked for
group in high school, he stayed in Sa- the past year at a local preschool as the thre
vannah his freshman year of college -year-old teacher. In the fall she plans to
and volunteered in the youth group. take classes at Emmanuel as well.

Once transferring to Atlanta Christian

college, he volunteered with several Together Stephen and Jenn enjoy serving
local churches to work with youth in the Lord through relationships with all ages,
the community. Upon graduation he whether through job or community. The
began his first paid ministry job at the couple loves to fellowship with those
University of West Georgia Christian around them in hopes to minister and be
Campus Fellowship. While in John- ministered to. They both love the great out-
son City he completed his first year at doors and enjoy theater. Some of Stephen’,
Emmanuel School of Religion, where personal hobbies are playing sports and

he is pursuing a Master of Divinity writing, playing and listening to music. A
Degree. He was the campus ministry few of Jenn’s hobbies include photography
intern at Presbyterian Student Fellow- and hosting and planning events.

ship at East Tennessee State Univer-

sity. Jenn and Stephen have spent the last two yearmistiy

together and are looking forward to what God hastane
Jenn spent the first 13 years of her life in Shelb@ then for them at Heaton Christian Church and the comiyuwofi
moved to Gaffney, SC where she attended Corinthi@apAvery County. It has been an individual prayer anayer
Church. Like Stephen, after being active in hengwuth as a couple that no matter where they are Godconiit
group she stayed near home for her first year bége tinue to shape them into people that can serve Him
and continued to help with the youth group she gaéed
from. In the middle of her second semester shédibted
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Debbie serves in the worship

ministry at Heaton. She and
her husband John live in
Roan Mountain, Tennessee.
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Joy graduated from UNC-Chapel Hill in December,
2007, recently celebrated her 18-month Lung-ivergar 5
and currently lives and works in Chapel Hill
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Heaton Christian Church
221 Curtis Creek Road
Elk Park, NC 28622
828-733-9460

Sunday School: 9:30 a.m.

Sunday Worship: 10:30 a.m.

Non-Profit Organization
U.S. Postage Paid
Elk Park, NC
28622
Permit No. 3

Serving the Kingdom this Month:
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